1"oWn wa'l YO

28 He sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph, to prepare ahead of him in Gosheh;wand they — 29.7am:..Y%m — [He] fell .. . and he wépt. Joseph Q;pt
arrived in the region of Goshen. greatly and continuously. Jacob, however, did not fall upon -,

29 Joseph harnessed his chariot and went up to meet Israel his father in Goshen. He ap- j:zgpbh:a:‘::‘é;tﬂgtifg‘;}gassa{‘it'r'l‘;tfg:&‘:fe:ﬁg:sfg Fid S
peared before him, fell on his neck, and he wept on his neck excessively. 3° Then Israel said seioan Fart i
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were last together. However, Yaakov’s reunion with Yosef was more b B e By e
than just an emotional reunion. This was a reunion between two of Klal Rfipe 219" R K2 °0) V0 Tigy
Yisroel's founding fathers, whose every action laid the foundations of W AOT DY Wasw v0Y yow nRTE L
Klal Yisroel. When the Torah relates an act of theirs, it is relating\’ S92 R
something that somehow affected Klal Yisroel's very essence. Thus we
understand that this reunion held great significance for Klal Yisroel, and -

that both Yaakov and Yosef’s actions were more than just expressions of - = oy
their emotions. Aryeh explains why Jacob chose just this moment to recite

the Shema. Supremely righteous people utilize every oppor-

Rashi writes on our posuk that when Yaakov and Yosef reunited, tunity and resource to serve God, so that when Jacob felt a
o) Yosef cried upon Yaakov’s neck, but Yaakov recited the Shema. What surge of joy and love at the sight of his beloved son after a_
was Yaakov’s intent in this? long and painful separation, he submerged his personal
feelings and offered all his love to God. The recitation of the

Shema represents acceptance of God's sovereignty; that is -
what Jacob did at this moment of supreme emotion.
Ramban maintains that, in the literal sense, the subject of
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He answers that Yaakov loved Yosef more than all the rest of his
children, and had spent over two decades mourning his loss. He
now merited seeing Yosef alive and well, and he was worried that
his euphoria would cause him to depart from his state of constant
dveikus (cleaving) to Hashem. Krias Shema is an expression of
dueikus, and although the moment of his reunion with Yosef was
not the regular time for Krias Shema, Yaakov deemed it imperative
to recite the Shema just then.

The Gemara (Berachos 5a) states that one should constantly
wage war with his vetzer hara. If he is victorious, what could be
better, but if he is not, then he should learn Torah. If this fails, then
he should recite the Shema. Rav Yerucham Levovitz explains that
| (when one is confronted with temptation, he has a new and unique()

obligation to recite the Shema, which is a powerful tool in combat-¢

ing the yetzer hara.
% Why is reciting the Shema effective against the yetzer hara? The

Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 61:6) states that when pronouncing
the letter “ches” in the word “Echad” of the Shema, one should
affirm Hashem'’s Kingship over the heavens and earth. When pro-
o nouncing the “daled” he should affirm Hashem’s. Oneness and

Kingship over the four corners of the earth. This affirmation should
encompass all of a person’s senses and limbs: his thoughts, eyes,
ears, mouth, hands, and legs. The sefarim write that the way to
bring this concept to life is to picture oneself being taken to be
killed and willingly sacrificing his life in sanctification of His Name.
One who can conjure up such an image definitely has the ability to
stand up against his vetzer hara. I, for example, the yetzer hara
would tempt this person to say something forbidden, he should take
hold of himself and think, If I am willing to sacrifice my entire life
for Hashem, how can I not be willing to make a much smaller !
sacrifice for His sake?
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However, if a person realizes that he cannot, as of yet, overcome

the yetzer hara’s temptation, then next time he recites the Shema

he might be better off substituting his previous thoughts of sacrific-

¢ ing his life with thoughts of sacrificing himself for a few hours by not

! speakmg lashon hara. He might then become aware that even this

N~

he can’t bring himself to do wholeheartedly. That being the case, he

should accept upon himself as much as he feels he truly could do;

perhaps not to speak lashon hara for a half-hour a day. After con-

siderable time, he might feel that he is able to extend the duration

of his abstinence from lashon hara to an entire hour, and thereafter

he should have this in mind when saying “Echad.”

What does a person do if he realizes that one of his limbs — or,

quite p0551bly, most of his limbs — are simply not ready to accept

Hashem’s Kingship? One who is truly interested in working on

himself does not disregard these expressions of defiance and pre-

tend to accept Hashem’s Kingship upon his entire body. Rather, he

acknowledges these feelings and tries to overcome them. He must

", . .
Krias Shema is a

try to convince himself that there is

really no other possibility: Hashem
is King over the entire world. He

powerful tool — if we & should conduct a give-and-take with
know how to use jt himself until he begins feeling con-

vinced of Hashem’s absolute rule.
Krias Shema is a powerful tool,
if we know how to use it properly.

properly.”

The Rambam writes that developing proper concentration while

reciting the Shema can take a person a number of years. As with

many areas of avodas Hashem, it is the small but consistent steps

that bring us to perfection. i

(Shiurei Chumash, Parashas Vayigash 46:29; Alei Shur, Vol. Ii

pp. 362-363)
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158 [0 RAV ASHER WEISS ON THE PARASHAH

It is s amazing to consider Yaakov's self-control at this poignant
moment. Yosef was his favorite son, whom he had presumed dead
for twenty-two years. All that time, he refused to be consoled,
insisting that he would descend to his grave in misery over the
loss of his son. When he first heard that his son still lived, we can
almost sense the outburst of emotion in the verse, “How great! My
son Yosef still lives! I shall go and see him before 1 die.”*' Words
cannot express the wonderful joy and excitement he must have
felt. And yet when he finally saw his son, he was not overcome by

- apy oM 3Ry

emotion. He did not embrace and kiss his long-lost son. He did not
—Jeven utter one word of greeting. He merely recited Shema, the same
Shema we each recite twice each day.

The difference is that for Yaakov, Shema was no 51mple
mechanical routine; no chore or religious duty to be dispensed with

before we can get on with our day. For him, it was an outpouring

of emotion, even more powerful than his reunion with his son.

For him, the words, “You shall love Hashem your God with all your
@ heart,” were not just ideological conviction, but a very real, power-

ful emotion.
The Sefer HaChinuch comments on the mitzvah to love

Hashem: A person should focus all his thoughts and de51res on the
love of Hashem. He should constantly ingrain in his heart that all
the pleasures of this world, including wealth, family, and honor,
are all meaningless and worthless compared to the love of Hashem.
He should always strive for the wisdom to recognize this, and train
his thoughts to revolve around the awareness of Hashem’s Unity,
until not even one moment by day or by night passes, without him
“thinking about his love for his Master, which consumes his entire
heart. 2 v k-
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Yaakov's love for Hashem was the single dominant motivation
in his life. Therefore, all other emotions paled in comparison. The
Maharal adds that Yaakov’s love for Hashem was inspired to even
greater heights when he was granted the wish for which he had
never dared hope. The Maharal writes:

When Yaakov saw his son ruling over Egypt, his heart was
overcome with love and awe of Hashem. He was struck by the rec-
ognition of how many acts of kindness Hashem had done for him,
and how He so generously rewards those who serve Him. Such is
the way of the pious, who are inspired by the happy events of their
{ives to draw closer to Hashem due to the good and the truth that
He does with them.

It was only fitting that Yaakov recite Shema when he was finally
reunited with Yosef. He had suffered much pain during Yosef’s

_ absence. Now that he saw Yosef as king, he felt love for Hashem
-\.?\/ Who had brought this about. Therefore, Yaakov recited Shema, to
accept Hashem’s sovereignty and declare his love and awe of Him.*”*

Yaakov lived a hard life, in which he had to contend with one
misfortune after another. He was hounded by his twin brother,
abused by his deceitful father-in-law, and bereaved by the loss of
Yosef for twenty-two tragic years, in which the Shechinah was hid-
den from him. Yet in the end of his life he merited a period of joy
and nachas the likes of which he had never known. The Shechinah
had returned to rest upon him, and his happiness knew no bounds.

7 The Tanna D'Vei Eliyahu describes this last stage of Yaakov’s
life: Hashem’s mercy was extended toward Yaakov, and He granted

him seventeen good years with which to conclude his life. Yaakov
Avinu had seventeen good years at the end of his life, and thus it
became as if his entire life had been good, as it is written, “And
Yaakov lived in the land of Egypt.”*** _

The Tanna D'Vei Eliyahu interprets the expression “Yaakov
lived,” to mean that he lived a content, fulfilled life, the likes of
which he had never known. He was surrounded by his beloved
family, all of them toiling in Torah study, with his successful and
righteous son caring for all their needs. Therefore, he saw this as

- the most appropriate opportunity to express his Tove for Hashem,|
» and his gratitude for all that Hashem had done for him. He finally

( merited to see an end to his suffering, and to realize that all his
\ hardships had been for the best.

% The Name “Hashem” refers to His attribute of mercy, while the
Name “Elokim” refers to His attribute of strict justice. Sometimes
our eyes deceive us, making it seem as if His justice is unmerciful.
For this reason, the Klausenberger Rav zt”l taught that we cover
our eyes when we say, “Hashem Elokeinu, Hashem Echad,” to affirm

that His mercy and justice are inseparable, even though we cannot

always see how this is true.
» It was this realization that was perfectly evident to Yaakov, as

he merited to see his son alive and well, and all his hardships van-
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ish into thin air. Therefore, it was only fitting that he choose that

moment to recite Shema.
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All of man’s middos — his character traits and attributes — find their
origin and source in Hashem’s middos, for man was created betzelem

_Elokim, in the image of Hashem, and so were his middos . Man’s middos -

'\la)re refined according to the extent that he connects himself to their

ivine source. For example, if a person wishes to be truly merciful, then /
he must somehow connect himself with the Divine attribute of Mercy.
Once he has achieved this, then the Divine quality will flow into his
derivative of it and bring it to its full expression.
8 Yaakov wished to imbue Yosef with the qualities that he would need
to be one of Klal Yisroel’s founding fathers. These qualities needed to be
imparted through ahavah, love, and Yaakov understood that if he was
/to convey the greatest love possible, he had to connect to Hashem’s
attribute of ahavah. Therefore, he recited the Shema, which is the
acceptance of Divine sovereignty through love. By expressing his love
for Hashem, he in turn connected with Hashem’s attribute of love, and
% once he had achieved this, the ahavah which he bestowed upon Yosef
was in its highest form. Therefore, he recited the Shema when he
reunited with Yosef.

‘3\\ - THE INSIDE STORY - . T, s

Therein lies the significance of the fact that Joseph and
Benjamin wept on each other’s necks: in the Torah, the neck
/is a common metaphor for the Beit HaMikdash (the Holy
" Temple). “G-d hovers about him all day, and dwells be- )
* tween his shoulders,” says Moses of Benjamin, referring to./
the Beit HaMikdash in his province. And King Solomon in
Song of Songs, singing the praises of the “maiden of Israel”
and her relationship with the Almighty, proclaims: “Your neck

is as the Tower of David.™

‘* The Sanctuaries are links between heaven and earth,
points of contact between the Creator and His creation.
“The heavens and the heaven of heavens cannot contain
You,” proclaimed King Solomon upon the dedication of the
Beit HaMikdash. “How, then, can this house that I have
built You?!"” Yet G-d commanded, “They shall make for Me
a Sanctuary, and I shall dwell within them.” G-d, who tran-
scends the finite, transcends the infinite as well, and He
chose to designate a physical site and structure as the seat
of His manifest presence in the world and the focal point of
man’s service of his Creator. “This is the house of G-d,”
proclaimed Jacob after a night at the site of the future Beit
HaMikdash, “and this is the gate of heaven” through which
man’s prayers ascend on high.’ Three times a year, all of
Israel came to “see and be seen by” the “face of the L-rd” at
the Sanctuary in Jerusalem.”™ -

*-ﬁThe Sanctuary, then, is the “neck” of the world, the junc-
ture that connects its body to its head. A person’s head
contains his highest and most vital faculties—the mind and

_ the sensing organs, as well as the inlets for food, water and

{( oxygen—but it is the neck that joins the head to the body\\
'\ and channels the flow of consciousness and vitality from the"
" one to the other: the head heads the body via the neck. By

the same token, the Beit HaMikdash is what connects the

¢ world to its supernal vitalizer and source. It is the channel
through which G-d relates to His creation and imbues it with
spiritual perception and material sustenance.
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PRECARIOUS JOINT

“As the soul fills the body, so G-d fills the world.”™ Just as
there is a “neck” that joins the world to its divine soul, so, too, _
there is need for a personal Beit HaMikdash in the life of each
and every individual, a “neck” to join his spiritual head to his |
“material body.” ]

The human soul is a pure and perfect spark of its Crea-
tor, the source of all that is good and G-dly in man. But in
order that it head his life, man must construct a “neck” to
join his soul to his material self. He must sanctify his mind,

~ heart and behavior, so that they form a conduit through
/™ which his G-dly essence may control, vitalize and permeate

his entire being.”

"‘} The Sanctuary’s destruction, whether on the cosmic or
the individual level, is the breakdown of the juncture be-
tween head and body—between Creator and creation, be-
tween soul and physical self.” This explains why Joseph and
Benjamin wept on each other's necks: the state of the
“head” is never a cause for distress, for the head can never
be compromised or corrupted;* but they foresaw times when

jL/the “neck” between spirit and matter would be damaged, al-

" ienating earth from heaven and body from soul.

3 e : i
Citing the verse, “Shake yourself from the dust ... O Je-
rusalem,” the Midrash expounds, “As a rooster who shakes
off the dust from his wings.” Our sages explain: when a
rooster has wallowed in the dust, a thousand people with a
thousand combs cannot clean it; but with a single vigorous
~Jshake, the rooster can free himself of every last speck of
" dust. One can educate, inspire, drive and otherwise assist

/ another to develop and improve himself; ultimately, how-J

\ever, the only one who can effect any real and lasting
change is the person himself.

Thus, Joseph and Benjamin allowed themselves to weep
over the destruction of each other's Sanctuaries. Ulti-
mately, only Joseph can repair the destroyed Sanctuary at
Shiloh, the “Joseph” dimension of Israel’s relationship with
the Almighty; Benjamin can only encourage and assist. Af-
ter contributing all he could to Joseph’s efforts, Benjamin
wept his agony and concern on his brother’s neck. The
same applies to Joseph's weeping over the Sanctuaries in
Benjamin’s domain.

However, concerning one’s own spiritual ills, there is no
such thing as “having done all there is to do.” G-d has
granted free choice to man and has provided him with the

resources and abilities to overcome his every moral and
spiritual challenge. Hence the tearless approach of Jacob,
Joseph and Benjamin to the destruction of their own Sanc-
tuaries. To weep over one’s own “neck,” over the negative
state of the relationship between one’s own body and soul
(and its cosmic repercussions in the relationship between
 G-d and creation) is counterproductive, as it relieves and
~¥ diminishes the internal forces that compel one to repair the
relationship.
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Instead of weeping over the destruction of the Beit
HaMikdash and the resultant galut, Jacob recited the
Shema—the Jew's proclamation of the unity of G-d and the
imperative to translate his comprehension and awareness of
G-d's unity into thoughts in his mind, feelings in his heart,
words in his mouth and concrete actions in his physical ’
/ life.” Instead of giving vent to his pain, Jacob directed his |
inner turmoil toward the endeavor of rebuilding the dam-
\ aged necks of Israel.”
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